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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany 8. 2311] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 2311) for the relief of Marie-Antoinette Kerssenbrock, having 
considered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment 
and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Marie-Antoinette Kerssenbrock. The bill 
provides for an appropriate quota deduction and for the payment of 
the required visa fee and head tax. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 28-year-old native of Czechoslovakia 
who is presently stateless. She last entered the United States as a 
student on March 27, 1950. The record discloses that she has suffered 
under both Nazi and Communist regimes. She is attending Barat 
College at Lake Forest, Ill., and works part time for the Crusade for 
Freedom. 

A letter, with attached memorandum, dated June 20, 1952, to the 
chairman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy 
Attorney General, with reference to the case, reads as follows: 


JUNE 20, 1952. 
Hon. Par McCarran, 


Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 
My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 2311) for the relief of Marie- 
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Antoinette Kerssenbrock, an alien. The bill would grant the alien permanent 
residence in the United States. 

Attached is a memorandum prepared by the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service of this Department setting forth the facts in the case. 

The quota of Czechoslovakia, to which Miss Kerssenbrock is chargeable, is 
oversubscribed and a quota immigration visa is not readily obtainable. The 
record presents no facts which would justify the enactment of special legislation 
granting her a preferénce over other aliens similarly situated who desire to enter 
this country for permanent residence, but who are now abroad and await their 
turns for quota numbers. 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the 
measure. 

Sincerely, 
A. Devirt VANEcH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION 
Service FILreEs rE MAarige-ANTOINETTE KERSSENBROCK, BENEFICIARY OF 
S. 2311 
ww. 


Marie-Antoinette Kerssenbrock is a native of Czechoslovakia who was born 
on May 7, 1924. She claims to be stateless. She was admitted at the port of 
New York on March 27, 1950, as a visitor-student to attend Barat College at 
Lake Forest, Ill., operated bv the Catholic Order of the Sacred Heart. She 
claims to have fied Czechoslovakia with no travel documents and on arrival 
here was in possession of a Luxemburg travel document. Before departing from 
Luxemburg, she had been a guest of the Grand Duchess of Luxemburg from 
November 1949 to March 1950. Her expenses at Barat College are paid from 
a scholarship furnished by friends in the United States. 

During the summer vacation of 1951 the alien worked in the publicity depart- 
ment of the Crusade for Freedom. She was paid about $250 a month and travel- 
ing expenses. The alien’s mother died in 1946. Her father, two brothers, and 
two sisters reside in Prague. When 19 vears of age the alien was seat to a labor 
camp in Germany. After liberation she returned to that part of Czechoslovakia 
which was under American occupation. She then entered Charles Uni: ersity 
in Prague, where she studied English and philosophy until 1948, when the Com- 
munists ordered her out of the school because she was not a party member. 
During 1949 she worked for the United Chemical & Metallurgical Works in 
Prague. During September, October, and November, 1949, she worked as an 
interpreter for the International Refugee Organization at Munich, Germany. 


Senator Edward J. Thye, the author of the bill, has submitted the 
following information in connection with the case: 


Unirep States SENATE, 
Washington, D. C., January 12, 1952. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator McCarran: I wish by means of this letter to submit to the 
Senate Committee on the Judiciary additional information concerning Marie- 
Antoinette Kerssenbrock, for whose relief I have introduced 8S. 2311, now pending 
before the Subcommittee on Immigration. 

Miss Kerssenbrock came to the United States on a student visa granted by the 
American consul general at Antwerp, Belgium, and arrived at the port of New 
York on the French Line steamship De Grasse on March 27, 1950. 

She is pres2ntly a student on a scholarship at Barat College, Lake Forest, II. 
During the summer vacation of the past year she was employed on the staff of 
the Crusade for Freedom in New York City. Her present address is Barat 
College, Lake Forest, Il. 

Although Miss Kerssenbrock is at present a student, it would appear from her 
training and experience that she would have no diffievlty in supporting herself, 
and she has many friends among the sponsors of the Crisade for Freedom who 
are prepared to assist her in connection with future employment after she has 
completed her studies. 
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Miss Kerssenbrock is not engaged in any activities, political or otherwise, 
injurious to the American public interest. She has never been convicted of an 
offense under any Federal or State law. 

This young woman is a refugee from the Communist regime of her native 
Czechoslovakia. I have asked her to prepare a personal statement concerning 
her experiences, and this statement is attached hereto for the information of the 
committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Epwarp J. THYE, 
United States Senator. 





PERSONAL STATEMENT OF Mapgie-ANTOINETTE KERSSENBROCK 


JANUARY 3, 1952. 

I was born on May 7, 1924, in Klatovy, Czechoslovakia. I lived most of the 
time with my family in Pracue or in our country home in Klatovy and attended 
elementary school and high school (gymnasium). In 1939, when the Germans 
occupied Czecheslovakia and my parents refused to become members of the 
German Nazi Party, all our property was confiscated and we were moved to a 
peasant house in Janovice n/Uhl., Czechoslovakia. For a year (1942) I went to 
a bearding school in Svojsice/Kolin (Czechoslovakia) until the Germans closed 
all private schools. 

In 1943, I became a slave laborer in Leipziz, Germany, and was forced to work 
for the Junkers Antiaircraft Factory. There I was trained to be a welder and a 
plumber. 

In May 1945, after the war, I came back to Czechoslovakia and lived with 
my parents and graduated at high school (gymnasium). Our belongings were 
returned, and we were able to live in our old home. Luckily enough, this part 
of Czechoslovakia was liberated by the Third United States Army, and I was 
working as interpreter for the military government of the American Army in 
Klatovy. In 1946, I entered the C harles University in Prague, school of philos- 
ophy, studing mainly English literature. 

In 1948, when the Communist gained power over the Czechoslovak Govern- 
ment, I was dismissed from the university because I was not a member nor 
would become a member of the Communist Party. I found employment and 
worked as a secretary for the Spolek pro Chemickou a Hutni vyrobu, Nrodni 
Podnik (United Chemical & Metallurgical Works, National Corp.) in Prague. 

Since the Communists turned Czechcslovakia into a ‘“‘people’s democracy”’ I 
have been questi° ned 28 times by the secret p~lice and was accused for working 
fer the United States Army in 1945. Again the property of my father was con- 
fiseated, and he was left a room in his own house. 

On September 2, 1949, the underground movement informed me that I am 
scheduled for new arrest. Together with two other students, we left the same day 
Czechoslovakia illecally. (Nobody is issued a passport.) 

We walked 8 hours through the Bohemian Forest, which is partly undermined 
and carefully watched so that nobody would escape. In spite of these circum- 
stances, we successfully landed in the United States zone in Germany, where we 
reported to the American authorities and were sent to the International Refugee 
Organization in Munich. The mentioned organization declared me eligible, and 
almost immediately I found employment with the International Refugee Organi- 
zation, and due to my knowledge of language I worked in the Department for 
Appeals. 

In November 1949, I was invited to be the guest of the Grand Duchess of 
Luxemburg. In Luxemburg, I was issued a travel document (No. 00298/49) 
on December 3, 1949, which expires on April 1953. Because I received a scholar- 
ship at Barat College, Lake Forest, Ill., I was granted a student visa (No. 159 
(4e)) on March 1, 1950, at the American consulate general in Antwerp, Belgium, 
which expires January 25, 1952. 

I arrived in the United States (New York City) March 27, 1950, on board the 
French Line 8. 8S. De Grasse and attended school at Barat College in Lake Forest, 
Ill. During the summer vacation (June until November 1951) I was permitted 
to work for the Crusade for Freedom in New York City. Since November 1951 
I am continuing my studies at Barat College, Lake Forest, Il. 
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The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 2311) should be enacted. 


O 





